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Arizonans working together: It’s about time
Short-term results are impres- alike encompassing concerns we
sive. Four major counties are now should all care about, like clean
on board — Pima, Pinal, Maricopa air, an abundant water supply and
inally!
renewable energy options. Add to
and Coconino. So are all three
Arizona is coming to
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public universities — the Unigrips with the notion of
and smart land-use decisions that
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integrate transportation
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sion or political dysfunction. But ern Arizona University.
Healthy communities
The business sector is
whatever the reason, there’s a
are at the heart of Arisilver lining for all of us who have also well represented,
zona Forward’s mission,
with diverse companies
made this place our home.
and the organization
both large and small. To
Arizona Forward is coalescis empowering people
further ﬂex its expanded
ing business and civic leaders
to inﬂuence our state’s
statewide around a sustainability presence in southern
and northern regions,
agenda to help ensure the enviDiane Brossart destiny. Nearly 300
attended the group’s
Arizona Forward inronmental quality and economic
Stewardship Summit,
prosperity of our cities and towns. ducted Tucson native,
a ﬁrst-time event that drew nine
Arizona Forward boasts a 43-year Janice Cervelli, dean of the UA
College of Architecture, Planning mayors from municipalities spanhistory as the respected voice of
ning the Grand Canyon State. In
balance under Valley Forward As- and Landscape Architecture, as
stepping out of its Valley-centric
its 2014 board chairwoman.
sociation, focusing on Maricopa
roots, Arizona Forward is cultiThe membership’s basic
County. Now in its second year of
vating education and outreach for
operations statewide, it’s primed agenda revolves around issues
residents with varying economic,
to promote Arizona through a ho- affecting growing population
social and political affiliations.
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The science-based, objective
primers it produces explain complex, controversial topics in layman’s terms, engaging Arizonans
in meaningful dialogue, collaboration and shared advocacy to
facilitate effective sustainability
initiatives.
Arizona Forward is leading
conversations about our state’s
natural resources — how to
improve the health of our forests
and sustain our park system. But
more than a think tank, Arizona Forward is a do-tank, taking
positions on issues closely aligned
to its mission.
Among its milestone achievements are: leading efforts to
restore the Salt River resulting
in the Tempe Town Lake and
Phoenix Rio Salado Habitat
Restoration Area; advocacy for
light rail and transit; resource
provider for K-12 environmental

education; leader on policies to
protect funding for Arizona’s
parks and open spaces; umbrella
stakeholder for the International
Trade Corridor and expanding
Arizona’s cross-border commerce
with Mexico; and serving as a
clearinghouse for information
and resources on sustainability
initiatives.
Gone are the days of parochialism and turf battles — we’re in
this together. The age-old adage,
“United We Stand, Divided We
Fall,” offers as an encouraging
approach in which to funnel our
passion for a stronger, more sustainable Arizona — at last!
Diane Brossart is president and CEO of
Arizona Forward. She has served the organization since 1991, working to improve the
environment and quality of life in Arizona.
Contact her at dbrossart@arizonaforward.
org

Birtherism (yes, that) will be a subtext in midterm elections
By Charles D. Ellison
THE ROOT

Forget Chicago. Don’t even
think about Hawaii. Twelve
percent of the American populace, according to a recent
YouGov-Economist poll, thinks
that President Obama’s future
library should end up in Kenya,
somewhere in Africa or “someplace else.”
What started off as a fairly
standard national gut check on
the location of the Obama collection wound up swerving into the
dark, ugly world of birtherism.
“We’ve asked about where
people think Obama was born
several times over the past few
years,” explained the chief scientist at YouGov, Doug Rivers.
“Most recently, we asked about
where the Obama presidential
library should be located, since
this was in the news.
“We offered options such as
Illinois and Hawaii, but also an
open-ended text box, in which

87 people (nearly 9 percent of
the sample) said ‘Kenya,’ which
caused us to re-ask the question
about where Obama was born in
another poll a few days later.”
As YouGov put it, 38 percent
of our citizens doubt that the
president was born in the United
States. That’s nearly 4 out of every 10 folks still harboring a view
of their president as somewhat
alien. Some of them concede it’s
possible that he had a native birth,
but 15 percent are convinced they
“know for sure” that he did not.
Birtherism is the zit that keeps
on popping. Notarized birth certiﬁcates hold little weight these
days, we’re told. People are going
to think what they want to think.
Here’s how the numbers break
down. Thirteen percent of independents believe the president
wasn’t born in the United States,
as do 28 percent of Republicans.
The last bit of data comes as no
surprise. But there’s also 38 percent of Republicans who believe

E ce
FR-Offi AL
In TRI

NOTICE

it’s only “possible” he was born in
the U.S., which adds up to more
than half of all GOP voters who
are unequivocal in their lasting
skepticism of Obama’s birthplace.
The racial numbers are also revealing, with 44 percent of whites
who believe it’s false that he was
born on U.S. soil. But surprisingly, even 20 percent of African-Americans in the poll believe
that the statement “Obama was
born in the U.S.” is false.
So, you ask, why not let crazy
be crazy? What difference does it
make what the fringe thinks about
the president’s birth?
Obviously there’s something
else going on. Clever conservative
messaging blasts everything from
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) to
the minimum wage, and it’s being
carefully aligned with a fresh new
round of birther-shouting doubts
from anti-Obamans.
Recent research by Centre
College professor Benjamin Knoll
suggests “nativism,” the an-
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after we’ve already litigated it in
two presidential elections?
Because birtherism will be just
as problematic for congressional
Democrats in 2014 as it will be for
the ﬁrst black president’s legacy.
When you’ve got nearly 40 percent of the electorate under some
impression that their president
is an illegitimate Kenyan child, it
bubbles up into voter resentment,
enough of which could lead to
Republicans retaking the Senate,
while possibly expanding their
grip on the House.
Stakes are high in 2014. Although the president isn’t on the
ballot this year, the question of
his birthplace still is. The crazy
conspiracy theory we thought
was put to rest returns in ﬁerce
political play.
Ellison is a veteran political strategist and
frequent contributor to The Root. He is
also Washington correspondent for the
Philadelphia Tribune and chief political
correspondent for Uptown magazine.
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ti-foreigner movement, is driving
opposition to health-care reform,
with 45 percent of nativists seeing
the ACA as negative, versus the
small 17 percent of non-nativists
who don’t. If Democratic strategists are seeing the same data, it
could explain why their bosses,
such as House Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi, are now frantically backtracking from the stupid
adoption of the derisive term
“Obamacare,” linking the president’s name directly to the policy.
We’re also starting to see
the birthers pop up occasionally. Sen. Ted Cruz’s father — a
Cuban-born expatriate who once
fought for Castro revolutionaries
— was recently spotted spouting
the birther gospel to an enthusiastic crowd of happy red-staters.
Former Rep. John LeBoutillier,
R-N.Y., with some prime-time
assist from Fox News, is presently
pushing a page-wasting novel
masked in birtherese.
But why does it keep coming up
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